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Spotters begin training for the spring 
severe weather season
For more than 60 years, storm spotters 
have been the Nation’s rst line of defense 
against deadly storms. Working with their 
local communities and with the local 
National Weather Service (NWS) ofce, 
spotters provide invaluable assistance and 
critical information to decision makers 
when hazardous weather threatens. 
Countless lives have been saved because of 
this unique partnership between volunteer 
storm spotters, emergency management 
and the National Weather Service.  Spotter 
information, coupled with Doppler radar, 
satellite, and other data has enabled the NWS to issue more timely and accurate 
warnings for tornadoes, severe thunderstorms, and ash oods.  Your local NWS in 
Corpus Christi will be conducting dozens of Skywarn spotter training classes this spring 
giving citizens in every county an opportunity to attend a class.  See the calendar on 
the last page for a class near you.

Texas tornado drill is 
set for March 8
The National Weather Service in Corpus Christi 
and the Texas Department of Emergency 
Management will conduct a Tornado Drill on 
Tuesday, March 8, 2005 at approximately 10am.  
The purpose of the drill is to give you an 
opportunity to test your tornado procedures.  What 
will you do when a severe weather watch is issued?  
What actions will you take to protect yourself in a 
severe weather warning situation.  Take this time to 
replace the batteries in your NOAA Weather Radio, 
familiarize yourself with your county location 
on a map, exercise your plans, and correct any 
problems before it’s too late.  Spring is just 
around the corner.  Advanced planning could 
save your life during a real tornado emergency!    
Everyone should participate in this drill.   

2004 Rainfall totals 
across south Texas
Corpus Christi
Actual Rainfall 34.86 inches
Normal Rainfall 32.25 inches
Departure  +2.61 inches

Victoria
Actual Rainfall 73.70 inches *
Normal Rainfall 40.10 inches
Departure           +33.60 inches

Laredo
Actual Rainfall 29.14 inches
Normal Rainfall 21.53 inches
Departure  +7.61 inches

* All time record rainfall.
Additional cooperative observer loca-
tions can be found on page 2.
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Above:  Supercell thunderstorm with tornado.



Climate Prediction Center expecting a 
cooler Spring across South Texas
The National Weather Service’s 
Climate Prediction Center 
produces long term forecasts of 
temperature and rainfall for the 
continental United States.  The 
Spring Outlook (Mar-May) for 
South Texas calls for below 
normal temperatures and near 
normal rainfall.  The cooler 
conditions reect a weak El Nino 
continuing across the central 
equatorial Pacic through the 
May.  Normal high temperatures 
in April range from near 80 in 
Victoria to near 90 in Laredo.  
Lows average from near 60 in 
Victoria to the lower 60s in 
Laredo.  Normal precipitation 
amounts from January through 
May in Victoria, Corpus Christi, 
and Laredo are 10.72”, 14.82”, 
and 6.90” respectively.

2004 Rainfall totals 
from cooperative 
observers
Alice    29.75 inches
Aransas Wildlife Refuge 51.40 inches
Beeville 5NE   46.58 inches
Benavides   26.82 inches
Bishop   42.88 inches
Corpus Christi  50.90 inches
George West 2SSW  33.07 inches
Goliad   47.94 inches
Kingsville   35.05 inches
Point Comfort  66.60 inches
Port Aransas   49.13 inches
Refugio 3SW   44.59 inches
Rockport   52.81 inches
Tilden 9S   38.21 inches
Victoria   62.71 inches

did you know?
the difference betwen these 
products issued by your 
national weather service 
in corpus christi...

TORNADO WATCH:  is issued when 
weather conditions are favorable for 
tornado development within the next 
several hours.  Persons included in 
the watch should remain informed as 
weather conditions can change rapidly.

TORNADO WARNING:  is issued 
when a tornado has been reported by 
the public or doppler radar indicates 
that tornado development is very 
likely within a few minutes.  If a 
tornado warning is issued for your
area, seek immediate shelter!!

Right Top:  Spring Temperature Outlook.  
Below normal temperatures are 
expected over Texas.
Right:  Spring Precipitation Outlook.  
Above normal precipitation is expected 
over the southwest.Q
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If you have any 
questions regard-
ing the South 
Texas Weather 
Journal or would 
like to suggest 
ways to improve 
this newsletter, 
please send them 
to Jason Dunn via 
e-mail at:

jason.dunn@noaa.gov
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The staff at the 
NWS in Corpus 
Christi would like 
to thank the San 
Patricio County 
Emergency Man-
agement Agency 
for printing the 
Fall/Winter 2004 
edition and the 
City of Corpus 
Christi for printing 
the Spring 2005 
Edition.



ONE OF THESE 
DAYS HE‛S GOING 
TO HURT HIMSELF 
DOING THAT!

wEATHER NUTZ
by Steve Smart

Tornado Climatology
South Texas tor-
nadoes have been 
observed in every 
month of the year 
except January.  
Statistics gathered 
from 1950-2004 indi-
cate there has been 
over 350 Tornadoes 
during this 54 year 
period.  This equates 
to an average of 6.5 
Tornadoes per year.  
To put this in per-
spective, the state of 
Texas  averages 173 
Tornadoes per year.  
Most of our torna-
does occur during the 
spring when warm 
moist air returns from 
the Gulf of Mexico and collides with cold air moving south from the plains.  
A secondary surge in tornado activity occurs during the peak of the hurricane 
season in Aug-Sept-Oct.   Although tornadoes are not as frequent in South 
Texas as North Texas and Oklahoma, statistics show they can and do occur. 
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That is approxi-
mately 128 tor-
nadoes per year.  
The average path 
length of these 
tornadoes was 2.5 
miles.

Since 1950, there 
have been more 
than 6,700 torna-
does in the state of 
Texas.

This is an average 
of 173 tornadoes 
per year.  The 
average path 
length of these 
tornadoes is 1.8 
miles.

Since 1995, there 
have been more 
than 1,250 torna-
does reported.  

Above:  Graph of tornado distribution by month.  Note the peak 
during the spring months and again during hurricane season.
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Number of Tornadoes by Month
South Texas 1950 - 2003



The South Texas 
Weather Journal is 
produced by the staff 
at the Corpus Christi 
NWS Ofce and will be 
published three times a 
year:  spring, summer, 
and fall/winter seasons

CONTACT US:
(361) 289-0959

300 Pinson Drive
Corpus Christi, TX

78406

Simple rules to help you survive a 
tornado
Homes or small buildings:  Go to a small 
interior room such as a closet or bathroom 
on the lowest level.  An interior hallway 
is also suitable.  If available, get under 
something sturdy and protect yourself 
from ying debris.

Schools, nursing homes, hospitals, 
factories, and shopping centers:  Go to a pre-

designated shelter area.  Basements are the 
best, but interior hallways on the lowest 
oor usually offer protection.  Close all 
doors to the hallway for greater 
protection.  

Mobile homes or vehicles:  Leave them 
and go to a strong building.  If there is 
no shelter nearby, get into the nearest 
ditch or depression and lie at with your 
hands shielding your head.  
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